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Council Affairs :
The new Council is working well since its finalisation last October, with good attendance at Council Meetings and much enthusiasm in the arranging and supporting of events, particularly by the new Council Members.  Unfortunately, due to commitments of work, one of the Council Members, M/s Priscillia Go, has had to resign. Priscillia formed the core of our small but highly effective paparazzi team, going into the deepest recesses of our events to capture on film unsuspecting members or their guests in their sometimes unusual acts of enjoyment. She was also extremely mobile in last year’s successful Charity Golf Tournament, despite having her foot run over by a golf buggy (driven by yours truly) even before the action started.  She spent the whole of the event photographing all the participating teams - a long and active day indeed ! Priscillia has, however, undertaken to continue this supporting role as an ordinary member.  We look forward to seeing more candid camera shots !

As this is the middle of the Council term there will be no “General Election” this year.  However with Priscillia’s resignation, and the possible resignation of at least one other Council Member due to work pressure, there will be vacancies on the Council to be filled, so we are seeking new candidates who will be prepared to devote some of their time and much of their energy in helping to run the Club’s functions.  We also need to elect a new Treasurer as the current Treasurer, Kelvin Wong, will have completed his two years of service in that role and cannot continue beyond that period by virtue both of the Club’s Constitution and the Singaporean rules governing Societies.  We therefore encourage candidates to put themselves forward for election to the Council.  We also take the opportunity to publicly thank Kelvin for his sterling efforts over the past two years as Treasurer.  This role is perhaps less glamorous than some of the other Council positions, but is a vital one and perhaps the most difficult to keep on top of. Whilst the disbursements are generally fairly easily handled and recorded, income is generated from a variety of sources, with cash payments, cheques and transfers, subscriptions, collection monies, donations and sponsorships, it takes a very strict regime to enable the Council to track the success of each event and forecast likely future income and expenditure.  Thank you for your dedication and very well done Kelvin !  
We again take this opportunity to pay tribute to Kally Ng, Ian White’s secretary, who issues all Club Notices and keeps the membership status up to date.  Frequently demands on her services are made at extremely short notice, and without complaint she corrects the typo’s and other errors that frequently occur in the documents she receives for distribution.  She also uses well tuned initiatives to field many of the enquiries that are made by members over various issues, saving the time of the Council Members and ensuring prompt responses.  Kally also of course, continues to be the most popular person in the Club in her role as the dispenser of the free drinks tickets at our Get-Togethers.  Thanks yet again Kally !
We also wish to acknowledge the voluntary services and support we receive from many of the Club’s members, including Catherine Medway, Isabella Duncan, Sharon Martin and past president Punitha Govindasamy, all of whom contribute to the success of our functions by their active participation.  We must also mention the efforts of another past president and founder member Eric Yeo, who is very active behind the scenes in the arrangement and management of many of our functions, particularly the horse racing events, visits to Tiger brewery and the Annual Dinner Dance.  
Club Membership :

At the end of December 2010 we once again broke all previous membership records, attaining a total membership of 266 No.

This was made up of 19 corporate Members, 74 Corporate Delegates and 192 Ordinary Members ( our total membership is counted as the sum of corporate delegates and ordinary members ).

Our current membership as at the beginning of March 2011 stands follows :

      Corporate Members :      12  No
      Corporate Delegates :      44  No
        Ordinary Members :     120  No
                              Total :     164  No 

These levels of membership reflect the generosity of our Corporate Sponsors for our Get-Togethers which attract attendance to these regular events, and we are greatly thankful to these Sponsors.  At this time we have secured sponsorship for each month’s Get-Together for this year except for November and December.  We invite Corporate Members who have not yet committed their support for a Get-Together to contact us for these months.  

The cost is generally around $1,200 and can be shared with another Corporate sponsor if the full commitment for sponsorship is too much for an individual budget. Opportunities are given at the Get-Together for the sponsoring Company to address the gathering and / or to display promotional material.
Recent Events :
Annual Dinner and Dance :

Although it seems a long way back now, we have not yet reported on November’s Annual Dinner and Dance, usually the highlight of  the Club’s Events Calendar, with this year being no exception – in fact many members considered it to be the best so far.

Held again in the colonial atmosphere of the Tanglin Club, tickets were completely sold out well before the event so there was a full house.  Starting with the usual pre-dinner cocktails guests were piped into the Churchill Room for the dinner.  After a short welcome address from the President , who took the opportunity to introduce his Council Members and to make some presentations to non-Council Members who had assisted the Club, the MC for the evening, M/s Catherine Yap, took over and hosted a full evening of entertainment.  This included some fun and games, including a re-enactment of appropriate scenes from the film “The Full Monty”, performed by selected members among the guests, a Troup of Chinese Belly Dancers ( also later assisted in their acts by members of the audience ), and various other audience participation entertainment activities.  All these were accompanied by a superb band, Jerry and The New Faces  whose music had guests dancing well before the serving of the dinner was completed. 
The evening passed so quickly and enjoyably that the organisers, although completely selling out the raffle tickets, completely forgot about the traditional bucket collection. We have indeed set ourselves a huge task to match this evening with the 20911 Dinner Dance.  We have, however, started this process by tracking down some of the entertainment acts that we missed out on last year due to their previous commitments.
Christmas Party :

In December we held our annual Christmas Party, hosted by Isabella Duncan and Punitha Govindasamy.  Although the writer was not able to attend, it is understood that the Party was well attended and a lot of fun – so much so that the usual enactment of the “12 Days of Christmas” was overlooked but the general carol singing and revelry continued apace.  Thank you Isabella and Punitha ! 
Free Flow Curry Night :

With both the New Year and the Chinese New Year dates causing us to postpone our regular monthly Get-togethers to the second Thursday of the month there was little opportunity for other functions during this period.  We did however manage to slot in one event on the 18th February – a “Free Flow Curry” Night!   The title may seem a little ominous but the “free flow” in fact was meant to refer to the beer and wine accompanying the meal ( or at least we believe so! ) the curry being served on an ongoing basis. We did in fact learn one or two lessons from the evening which will affect the future arrangements of such events.  The first was that, rather rely on the food being served by waiters carrying plates of goodies, it would be better, both for the establishment and ourselves, to have a buffet style serving of food, leaving the waiters more time to satisfy the drinks demands.  
The other lesson is the actual arrangement of the event and the call for support and attendees.  We have found that as organisers we need nerves of steel when arranging such events at which the hosts usually require us to guarantee numbers. We started this event, perhaps ambitiously, looking for about 60 attendees.  With less than a week to go we were short of more than half this number and agreed with the hosts to reduce the required numbers to 40.  At the event 56 people turned up!  We therefore take this opportunity to ask our members to make their commitment to supporting an event early enough to prevent the organisers from having last minute heart attacks !!

The event was, however, an enormous success, thanks to our Sponsors Messrs D J Builders, the hosts Murthu’s Curry Restaurant, and Club organiser Vineet Shrivastava who was closest to the heart attack !  We raised more than $3,000 for our funds.
Forthcoming Events :

Annual General Meeting :

As noted above this event will take place at Dallas Bar and Restaurant on Boat Quay on 14th April 2011.  It will include a buffet dinner with drinks hopefully being sponsored.
A formal Notice of the Meeting will be issued shortly and Reports will be presented at the Meeting by the President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the Membership Secretary, the Events Officer and the Welfare Officer.

An election will be held for a new Treasurer and for any vacant Council places.  Members are invited to table any proposals related to the running of the Club.
Wine and Cheese Party – 20th May 2011 :

This ever popular event is being sponsored by McConnel Dowell and will take place on 20th May at a venue to be advised.  Details will be circulated shortly.
Charity Golf Tournament : - Raffles Country Club, 3rd June 2011 :
In response to suggestions made at last year’s successful October Golf Tournament we are organising two Tournaments this year – the first being on 3rd June and the other again in October.

Formal Notices will be issued shortly for the June Event, with a further plea to please book early to save heart ache or worse by organisers Phil and Catherine Medway.  
We are confident that another enjoyable day out of golfing will be had aaaand we look forward also to support from Sponsors.
Other Events :

We have drafted a full calendar of events for the year whicjh is being constantly updated.  This will be found on our Website.

Beneficiaries :

We continue to support three families on a regular and ongoing basis, and have received messages of thanks from them for the support we are providing which has considerably eased their financial burdens.  The four students from Ngee Ann Polytechnic that we have supported over the past 4 years have all now successfully completed their courses and we are in contact with the Polytechnic to seek out further needy cases that we can support.  Our Bursary for the support of six students from The National University of Singapore continues, with one more payment tranche due this year to complete our commitment.  It has been reported that all students are doing well in their studies, and are very grateful for the support they are receiving.
We also continue to support a number of other “one-off” cases needing support, although surprisingly these are often difficult to track down.  We request that any member who becomes aware of any person in the industry needing assistance advises us so that we can follow up. 
Tony Clifford

President, Lighthouse Club Singapore

